Draft Op-Ed for Partners


The following op-ed is a template that can be used as a starting place and tailored to your organization’s unique perspective and the angles and examples that will be most appealing to the publication you are targeting for placement. Prompts are included throughout the piece to provide opportunities to emphasize your organization’s key messages. 
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President Obama released his highly anticipated FY2014 budget plan on April 10 to a sea of partisan reactions and widespread media attention. Despite today’s polarized environment, one area that should garner bipartisan support in Washington, D.C. and across the country is the president’s robust proposal for expanding access to high-quality early childhood education opportunities for our nation’s youngest and most disadvantaged children.  


The President’s proposal funds evidence-based strategies that we know work. Its goal is to elevate the quality of child care programs while helping more low-income families access stable, high quality child care so children can learn while their parents work.[Highlight specific aspects of the President’s plan that are most important to your organization such as: 1) focusing on the most critical developmental period—the first three years of life; 2) targeting at-risk children, where closing the gap yields the greatest returns; 3) incentivizing alignment, accountability and quality from birth-to-five within and among existing Head Start, Child Care and other programs; 4) encouraging and rewarding state innovation and flexibility; and 5) empowering and engaging parents and families.]


Groundbreaking research from Nobel Prize winning University of Chicago economist, James Heckman, has shown that investing in high-quality early childhood programs for disadvantaged children is not only the most effective way to prepare them for school. It also pays dividends to their families and taxpayers for the life of the child while helping our entire economy. Beginning these investments in quality early learning experiences and enriched family environments at birth and continuing through age five is the best way to achieve this 7-10 percent return on investment, per child, per year—through improved education, health and social outcomes and the reduced need for social spending. In fact, participants in these programs are 33 percent more likely to be employed and earn on average $5,500 more per year than their counterparts. 


It’s not just Democrats and liberals who are supporting these proven investments. The President’s early childhood plan is rooted in proven models that have taken shape in conservative states such as Georgia and Oklahoma, and a number of Republican Governors and business leaders who agree with President Obama are spearheading their own early learning initiatives. Believers in the power of locally grown solutions will applaud the inclusion of a competitive grant program to encourage and reward states that innovate around providing high-quality pre-kindergarten for disadvantaged four-year-olds. [Insert examples of supportive local policymakers from both sides of the aisle, local business leaders and local community leaders from the media market of the publication you are targeting].

This growing chorus of early childhood supporters recognizes that we need cost-effective, common sense solutions to our nation’s biggest educational, health and economic challenges. Early childhood education is a bargain investment whose short-term costs are easily offset by immediate and long-term benefits. At a time when debates over even the smallest of policy proposals are the norm on Capitol Hill, let’s hope Congress can prioritize cost-effective policies that will directly benefit our smallest citizens while strengthening our entire economy and our nation’s future.
