
Quality early childhood learning has proven to produce better education, health, family and 
economic outcomes. It’s key to boosting academic achievement, high school graduation and 

college completion rates, as well as adult wages, while lowering special education referrals, 
grade retention and crime.

Early Learning

WHY DOES IT MATTER?

WHAT IS IT?

WHAT WILL IT DO?

The Early Learning Challenge is a voluntary, competitive federal grant program to help 
states build more efficient and effective early learning systems. Applicants include 35 
states along with the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Cumulative demand from all 
applicants exceeds $2.1 billion, yet only $500 million in Round 1 funding exists to be 
obligated before Jan. 2012. While only a fraction of applicants will be funded, the 
competition has catalyzed plans among all applicants for higher quality and greater 
coherence among disparate programs.
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