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invest in us 
anniversary event
December 16, 2015 | 11:30-1:00 
Powell Bilingual Elementary School

 
Welcome from Powell Principal O’Kiyyah Lyons-Lucas

Remarks by Roberto J. Rodríguez

Remarks by Valerie Jarrett

Remarks by John B. King, Jr.

Remarks by Brian Pick

Remarks by Katherine Brittain Bradley

Panel discussion moderated by Kris Perry

PBS

Bainum Family Foundation

Wolf Trap Foundation

J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott Foundation

Early Childhood Innovation Network

invest in us. It’s a challenge 
to public and private 
partners, business leaders, 
philanthropists, advocates, 
elected officials and you. Build 
a better nation by expanding 
high-quality early childhood 
education programs for 
children from birth through 
age five. When we invest in 
them, we invest in us.
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participants
 

Anne Gunsteens
Anne Gunsteens was appointed executive director of The J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott Foundation in 2000. 

The Foundation is dedicated to supporting exceptional nonprofit organizations that provide civic and human 

services, foster educational achievement, promote equal access to gainful employment and develop the next 

generation of hospitality leaders. Under her leadership, the Foundation expanded its focus to include not only 

investing broadly in their local community, but also education reform efforts, support of colleges and  

universities with hospitality programs and, most recently, innovative global programs—such as the China 

Hospitality Education Initiative —for young people interested in hospitality careers. She developed and 

managed a 9/11 Disaster Relief Fund, and is a founding member of the Marriott & Ritz-Carlton Disaster  

Relief Fund Committee. Previously, Anne spent ten years in KPMG’s audit practice working with real estate 

and hospitality clients and three years working for Marriott International. An active member of the community, 

Anne has served on a number of nonprofit boards and advisory committees and is a board member of 

Exponent Philanthropy and the Montgomery College Foundation. Anne holds a Bachelor of Science in 

accounting from Northern Illinois University, and is a certified public accountant.

Arvind Manocha
Driven by a lifelong passion for music in all its varied forms, Arvind Manocha is president and CEO of Wolf 

Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts. An expert in both artistic programming and operations management, 

Manocha is expanding the Foundation’s vision of what it means to be Wolf Trap. From major pop acts to  

children’s shows to opera and more, Manocha directs the Foundation’s year-round performing arts 

programming. Additionally, he oversees the full scope of the Foundation’s educational activities, including 

its nationally recognized arts education programs, and Wolf Trap Opera, one of the nation’s premier young 

artist training programs. In his first full season, Manocha led the development of a new strategic plan 

designed to honor Wolf Trap’s legacy and reputation as a beloved cultural institution while advancing its 

reach with fresh programming that appeals to a diversity of arts lovers. Prior to joining Wolf Trap, Manocha 

worked at the legendary Hollywood Bowl, which under his leadership was named “Best Major Outdoor 

Venue in America” by Pollstar magazine eight years in a row. As Chief Operating Officer of the Los Angeles 

Philharmonic Association, Manocha oversaw a wide range of artistic and operational functions at both the 

historic Hollywood amphitheater and the Association’s primary home, the landmark Walt Disney Concert Hall 

in downtown Los Angeles. Manocha graduated with honors from Cornell University, and earned his master’s 

degree as a Marshall Scholar from the University of Cambridge.

Brian Pick
Brian Pick serves as the Chief of Teaching and Learning for the District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS). 

In this role, he leads the District’s efforts to ensure that teachers are equipped with the best resources and 

professional learning opportunities so that all students achieve at their highest potential. Prior to becoming 

Chief, Brian served in various capacities at DCPS, including Policy Analyst, Chief of Staff for School 

Management and Support, and Deputy Chief of Curriculum and Instruction. Most notably, Brian has led the 

development and rollout of the DCPS Teaching and Learning Framework, spearheaded DCPS’ Race to the 
Top application process, which ultimately resulted in a $30M RTTT grant, and led the implementation of 

the Common Core State Standards. In recognition of his achievements, he was awarded the 2012 National 
Curriculum Leadership Award by the Council of Great City Schools. Prior to joining DC Public Schools, Brian 

taught in California for three years as a Teach For America corps member, and he served as an Education 

Pioneer. Brian graduated from Princeton University with a degree in public and international affairs. He 

completed his teacher credentialing work at San Jose State University, and holds a master’s degree in 

education policy from the University of California, Berkeley.

Dr. Matthew Biel
Matthew Biel, M.D., M.Sc., is the Chief of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at Georgetown University Medical 

Center and is Associate Professor of Clinical Psychiatry and Pediatrics at Georgetown University School of 

Medicine. Dr. Biel has clinical interests in child development, trauma and resilience, mood and anxiety  

disorders, autism spectrum disorders, and psychiatric care of children with medical illnesses. He is involved  

in research and has published numerous articles and book chapters addressing access to mental health care 

for underserved populations, trauma and resilience, and family factors in mood and anxiety disorders. He is 

very active in medical student and psychiatric residency training and is the Training Director for the Child and  

Adolescent Psychiatry fellowship at Georgetown. Dr. Biel studied History and Spanish at Amherst College 

before receiving his M.D. and M.Sc. in Community Medicine at Mount Sinai School of Medicine. He completed 

residency and fellowship training in Psychiatry and Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at NYU School of Medicine.

John B. King, Jr.
John B. King, Jr. is the Senior Advisor Delegated Duties of Deputy Secretary of Education, a position he  

assumed in January 2015. Dr. King oversees all preschool-through-12th-grade education policies, programs 

and strategic initiatives, as well as the operations of the Department, which has more than 4,000 employees 
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and a budget of more than $60 billion. This work involves a focus on increasing equity, improving educational 

outcomes for all students, and closing achievement gaps through implementation of key Administration 

priorities in areas including early learning, elementary and secondary education, special education, English 

language acquisition, and innovation. Dr. King also oversees the Department’s work leading cross-agency 

collaboration for President Obama’s My Brother’s Keeper task force, which seeks to address persistent  

opportunity gaps faced by boys and young men of color and ensure that all young people are able to reach 

their full potential. Prior to his arrival at the Department, Dr. King had served since 2011 as the Commissioner 

of Education for the State of New York. In that role, he served as Chief Executive Officer of the State Education 

Department and as President of the University of the State of New York. Dr. King earned a Bachelor of Arts 

in Government from Harvard University, a Master of Arts in the teaching of social studies from Columbia 

University’s Teachers College, a J.D. from Yale Law School, and a Doctor of Education degree in educational 

administrative practice from Columbia University’s Teachers College. 

Katherine Brittain Bradley
Katherine Brittain Bradley is the president of CityBridge Foundation, which she co-founded in 1994 with her 

husband, entrepreneur and magazine publisher David G. Bradley. CityBridge finds, incubates, and invests 

in the most promising practices in public education, looking to assemble the critical mass of transformative 

schools—traditional public and charter—needed for the success of all children. CityBridge’s signature 

projects include the Early Years Initiative (2006-2011), the Education Innovation Fellowship, and Breakthrough 

Schools: D.C. (both launched in 2013). Katherine serves as a board member for the KIPP Foundation and 

Princeton University and chairs the Washington regional board for Teach For America. In the winter of 2010-

2011, she co-chaired Mayor Vincent C. Gray’s education transition team. Katherine graduated in 1986 from 

Princeton University’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs. She and her husband have 

three sons.

Kris Perry
Kris Perry is the Executive Director of the First Five Years Fund, an advocacy organization that works with 

policymakers, experts, business leaders and advocates to advance federal investment in quality early  

childhood education for disadvantaged children from birth to age five. She has dedicated her career to 

bringing resources and support to parents, caregivers, and early learning workforce professionals to ensure 

children grow up healthy and ready to succeed in school and in life. Previously, Kris served as Executive 

Director of First 5 California, fostering their emergence as one of the most well-known and respected 

advocates for early childhood development on the state and national levels. Prior to that, Kris served as 

Executive Director of First 5 San Mateo County, where she implemented cutting-edge programs and led 

community design groups to develop countywide initiatives, including preschool for all and universal health 

care. Her work has resulted in learning system changes to improve the quality of preschool and school 

readiness programs. In addition to her role as a national leader on early childhood education, she was the 

lead plaintiff in the Hollingsworth v. Perry legal challenge to California’s Proposition 8, the landmark marriage 

equality case argued in front of the United States Supreme Court.

Lesli Rotenberg
As General Manager of Children’s Media at PBS, Lesli Rotenberg is responsible for the strategic direction 

of an innovative, dynamic children’s media service that meets the needs of a new generation of children, 

their parents and teachers, helping to prepare children for success in school and in life. Lesli leads a cross-

disciplinary team charged with content production, digital development, multi-platform asset distribution, 

education resources, marketing and communications and educational product creation for the #1 children’s 

media brand. Seventy-one percent of all children ages two to eight watch PBS KIDS; PBS KIDS ranks first 

in the kids’ category for streaming video and each month pbskids.org attracts more than 11 million unique 

visitors. Inspired by her experiences raising her two daughters, Lesli has led the development and distribution 

of top-rated PBS KIDS media properties for children ages two to eight. PBS KIDS continues to be a success 

with popular series that help kids build key science, literacy, critical thinking, social-emotional skills and 

more—including DANIEL TIGER’S NEIGHBORHOOD, NATURE CAT and ODD SQUAD. Under Lesli’s leadership, 

PBS has transformed itself from a broadcast company to a multi-platform leader that opens up worlds of 

possibilities for all children through educational media. A children’s media expert and frequent speaker on 

the topic, Lesli was named one of the nation’s top 15 “Women to Watch” by Advertising Age, and was invited 

to participate in the prestigious FORTUNE Most Powerful Women in Business Forum. Lesli has received 

numerous advertising and promotion honors including five Emmy awards.

Roberto J. Rodríguez
Roberto J. Rodríguez serves in the White House Domestic Policy Council as Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Education. He coordinates the Administration’s education policy initiatives from early learning through 

college and career training. Previously, Roberto was Chief Education Counsel to United States Senator 

Edward M. Kennedy (D-MA), Chairman of the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee. In 

this capacity, he managed the Democratic education agenda for the Committee and led policy development 

and strategy for legislation addressing early childhood education, elementary and secondary education, 

higher education, and adult education. Roberto began his tenure on Capitol Hill working for the Senate HELP 

Committee on the development of the No Child Left Behind Act. He has worked on various reauthorizations 

of federal legislation, including the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act, Head Start, Child Care, Higher Education, and the America COMPETES Act. Prior to working 

on Capitol Hill, Roberto worked as Senior Education Specialist at the National Council of La Raza, where he 

conducted research and analysis of federal and state education reform issues, as well as the development 

and evaluation of community-based education programs. He is a native of Grand Rapids, MI, and a graduate 

of the University of Michigan and of the Harvard Graduate School of Education in Cambridge, MA.
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Achieving the promise of a better nation can only be accomplished when we 
all contribute towards building programs that build strong children. School readiness. 
Higher achievement. Better health. A skilled workforce. Higher wages. Lower inequality. 
Reduced social spending. Quality early learning programs pay off for children, families, 
communities, states and the nation. Together, we make a difference.
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Rozita Green
Rozita Green is Chief Strategy Officer for the Bainum Family Foundation, which for 47 years has helped 

underserved children and youth exit poverty through quality educational programs and other support. 

The Foundation, established by DC-area businessman Stewart Bainum, works with partners, parents and 

educators to offer services such as early learning, wrap-around support and knowledge building. Prior 

to her current role, Ms. Green was Vice President of Programs and Director of Grants at the Foundation. 

She previously was Executive Vice President and Director of Youth Programs for the National Black Child 

Development Institute, and Director of Education for Sylvan Learning Center. Ms. Green holds a Master of Arts, 

Education, and a Bachelor of Arts, English Literature, both from the University of Delaware.

Valerie B. Jarrett
Valerie B. Jarrett is a Senior Advisor to President Barack Obama, overseeing the White House Office of  

Public Engagement and Intergovernmental Affairs, and chairing the White House Council on Women and  

Girls. Ms. Jarrett has worked throughout her tenure at the White House to mobilize elected officials, business 

and community leaders, and diverse groups of advocates behind efforts to strengthen and improve access to 

the middle class, to boost American businesses and our economy, and to champion equality and opportunity 

for all Americans. From ongoing campaigns to end sexual assault, raise the minimum wage, advocate 

workplace policies that empower working families, and promote entrepreneurship and early childhood 

education, Ms. Jarrett has helped the President develop a broad coalition of partners to execute a robust 

agenda. Ms. Jarrett came to the White House with a background in both the public and private sectors,  

having served as the Chief Executive Officer of The Habitat Company in Chicago, Chairman of the Chicago 

Transit Board, Commissioner of Planning and Development, and Deputy Chief of Staff for Chicago Mayor 

Richard M. Daley. She also served as Co-Chair of the Obama-Biden Presidential Transition Team, and 

the director of corporate and not-for-profit boards including Chairman of the Board of the Chicago Stock 

Exchange, Chairman of the University of Chicago Medical Center Board of Trustees, and Director of the 

Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago. Jarrett received her B.A. from Stanford University in 1978, and her J.D. 

from the University of Michigan Law School in 1981.
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event commitment  
highlights
 
PBS
Over the past year, PBS and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) have made great strides in 

furthering public media’s early learning work. These efforts were made possible through a $58 million 

investment, which includes funding from CPB, PBS, the American Graduate/PBS KIDS Fund and the U.S. 

Department of Education’s Ready To Learn Initiative. PBS and CPB provided new educational media content 

for kids and related resources for parents and teachers nationwide across multiple platforms, including 

content from new series PEG + CAT and ODD SQUAD, which research proves are effective tools in helping 

children build the math, problem solving, critical thinking and collaboration skills they need for success in 

school and in life. Over the past year, PEG + CAT has reached 10 million kids on air and averaged 15.8 

million streams per month on digital platforms. ODD SQUAD has reached 11 million kids on air and averaged 

38.8 million streams on digital platforms each month. Eighty-two PBS stations, including Washington, D.C.’s 

WHUT, have extended the reach of PBS KIDS’ proven, high-quality educational content through local outreach 

efforts, engaging low-income families in communities across the U.S. Through high-impact partnerships with 

community organizations, such as Title I schools and after school or summer programs, stations have helped 

children learn and grow through curriculum-based media experiences.

Bainum Family Foundation
The Bainum Family Foundation has a long history of helping children thrive. Local businessman Stewart 

Bainum started the Foundation in 1968 to help children exit poverty through educational programs and 

services. A year ago, as part of the Invest in US challenge, the Foundation made a $10 million commitment 

over five years to improve the availability of high-quality early learning and wrap-around supports for 

infants, toddlers and their families living in Wards 7 and 8. As a first step, they worked with Child Trends 

to produce a report—released just last week—that would help the community understand the status of 

infants and toddlers across the District. They also worked with the Urban Institute on an analysis of gaps 

and opportunities in Wards 7 and 8. The Bainum Family Foundation is pleased to announce that they have 

established a Birth-to-Three Policy Alliance partnership that includes many other outstanding organizations 

that share their commitment to children and families. In addition, they will be making awards—upwards of 

$3.5 million over the next six months—to support early learning in the District.

J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott Foundation
The J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott Foundation is dedicated to helping others by supporting nonprofit 

organizations that provide civic and human services, foster educational achievement, expand opportunities 

for youth and adults, develop the next generation of hospitality leaders and lead innovation in health and 

medicine. Specifically in the area of early childhood development, the Marriott Foundation is working to 

ensure that every child in Washington, D.C. has a smooth transition into kindergarten and is prepared 

for school academically, socially and emotionally. To fulfill this goal, the Foundation has made significant 

investments over the last year and is proud to be on track to exceed its Invest in US commitment. The 
Foundation is committing $6 million dollars over five years to launch the new Early Childhood 
Innovation Network (ECIN), a new partnership led by Children’s National Health System and 
MedStar Georgetown University Hospital. Additionally, it has committed $750,000 in support of 

AppleTree Institute’s premier curriculum, Every Child Ready. The data-driven instructional model supports 

teachers to adapt to each learner and know what to teach, how to teach, and how to test their effectiveness. 

The Foundation’s investment will ensure that Every Child Ready is adapted to an online portal to be more 

accessible around the country. This year, the Foundation increased its support for Fight For Children’s Joe’s 

Champs program which offers professional training and coaching to elementary school leaders to learn 

effective ways to provide supervision, evaluation and instructional support for early childhood teaching 

staff. The Foundation also continues to support the Washington Area Women’s Foundation’s Early Care and 

Education Funders Collaborative.

Wolf Trap Foundation
A national leader in early childhood education, Wolf Trap’s acclaimed Institute for Early Learning Through the 

Arts was established in 1981 at the request of Head Start. Based on decades of research demonstrating 

that the application of high-quality arts education is a highly-effective instructional approach to students’ 

knowledge acquisition and skills learning, Wolf Trap Institute uses performing arts strategies to teach across 

subject areas through intensive professional development for teachers and direct arts-integrated instruction 

in early childhood classrooms. Wolf Trap reaches children in economically disadvantaged communities, so 

that they may have access to high-quality early childhood arts education programs. In the 2015-16 school 

year, Wolf Trap, through its affiliate network and partnerships in 30 states across the country—including 

Turnaround Arts, a signature program of the President’s Committee on Arts and Humanities—expects to 

serve 60,000 children, teachers and parents. Wolf Trap Foundation is proud to partner with Invest in US 

and commits $1 million in 2016 to early childhood arts integration services. Together, they are working to 

accomplish the President’s mandate to invest in quality early childhood education.
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when we invest in them,  
we invest in us.
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2015 invest in us  
highlights 
 
New Commitments
In addition to the new commitment from the Wolf Trap Foundation announced today, Invest in US welcomed 

a number of new commitments including the Helen R. Walton Enrichment Center as a partner at its event in 

September, where the group announced they have raised $12.5 million towards the construction of its new 

center, slated to open in 2017. 

Days of Action
Our nonprofit campaign partners hosted Days of Action throughout the year. For example, the Center of 

American Progress hosted an event featuring Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe, who discussed his efforts to 

support early childhood education in the Commonwealth and called for more high-quality programs across 

the county for our youngest children. Another partner, Save the Children, partnered with Jennifer Garner to 

host an online event screening the documentary A Path Appears.

Celebrity Engagement
Steve Nash, two-time NBA MVP, starred in an Invest in US PSA at the Henry Street Settlement in New York 

City to show his support for high-quality early childhood investments. Invest in US also participated in the  

8th Annual Steve Nash Foundation Showdown with Steve and a few dozen NBA greats and soccer stars  

from around the world. 

Early Learning Community Webinars
Last year, the White House identified 21 Early Learning Communities across the nation. This year, Invest in 
US hosted a series of webinars with resource partners on early learning topics to highlight the successes in 

these communities and highlight the need for a variety of partnerships and a strong commitment to investing 

in high-quality early learning. 



#investinus
turns one

www.investinus.org


