2016 COLORADO POLL

MORE STATE AND FEDERAL INVESTMENT
IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION IS A
TOP PRIORITY FOR COLORADO VOTERS.

A new bipartisan poll from the First Five Years Fund shows that early childhood education is one of the
top three priorities of Colorado voters.! Voters strongly support a range of state investments in early
childhood education, including providing voluntary coaching and education for new parents;
expanding access to Colorado’s voluntary early learning classes throughout the state; and,
increasing wages to attract and retain high-quality early education teachers. Additionally, more
than two-thirds support a federal plan to help states and local communities provide better early
childhood education.

Quality early childhood education is a top priority issue along with improving education and controlling the
cost of health care. 80% say making sure our children get a strong start in life through quality early childhood education is
extremely or very important to them personally.
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Voters recognize that learning begins at birth. 68% of Colorado voters say birth through age five are the most
critical years for developing a child’s capacity to learn.
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1 Methodology: Public Opinion Strategies (R) and Hart Research (D) conducted a telephone survey of N=500 voters in Colorado on both landline and
cell phones. The survey was conducted July 21-24, 2016 and has an overall margin of error of +/- 4.38%. The sample was distributed proportionally
throughout the state and is demographically representative of the electorate.
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Colorado voters express strong support for a range of improvements in access and quality in early education.
86% of voters say the state should provide voluntary coaching and education for new parents to help them improve their child’s
health and help ensure they are ready to succeed in school.

An overwhelming majority want the state to provide more access to voluntary programs. 83% of voters say the
state should provide more young children with the opportunity to participate in voluntary, early learning classes throughout
the state, instead of limiting access to fewer than one-in-four children.

A vast majority of Colorado voters support wage increases for early childhood teachers. 81% of voters support
providing tax incentives so that schools and child care centers can increase wages for early childhood educators in order
to recruit and retain more highly qualified teachers.
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Quality early childhood education is essential for children and families.
Learn more at www.ffyf.org



