@ongress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

April 4, 2017

The Honorable Rodney P. Frelinghuysen
Chairman

House Appropriations Committee
H-305, The Capitol

The Honorable Nita Lowey, Ranking Member
House Appropriations Committee
1016 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515 R e RO

The Honorable Tom Cole, Chairman The Honorable Rosa DeLauro, Ranking Member
House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education Health and Human Services, and Education
2368-B Rayburn House Office Building 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Rogers, Ranking Member Lowey, Chairman Kingston, and Ranking Member
DeLauro:

As you consider Fiscal Year 2018 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education
appropriations legislation, we urge you to include the following high-impact investments in early
education, early intervention, and quality child care:

¢ $3.47B in discretionary FY18 funding for the Child Care and Development Block
Grant (CCDBG), equal to what the Department of Health and Human Services has
estimated is required to initially implement the 2014 reauthorization of this program
while maintaining its current caseload of roughly 1.4 million children. Child care
remains one of the highest costs faced by American families, and as a result, far too many
parents must choose between the healthy development of their children and making basic
ends meet. These high-impact federal funds leverage the individual purchasing power of
American families, and without them, millions of working parents will be unable to
contribute to our nation’s economic prosperity. Every month, CCDBG funding provides
over 850,000 American families with access to quality, affordable child care, impacting
over 1.4 million American children. During the last Congress, CCDBG was reauthorized
with strong bipartisan support for the first time since 1996. The new law includes
provisions designed to ensure the health and safety of children in child care settings, and
make child care assistance more accessible to low-income families. However,
implementing these important reforms will demand new resources to enable states to meet
the new requirements without cutting child care assistance to children—already, CCDBG
serves 364,000 fewer children per month than it did in 2006.

¢ $480,361,000 in FY18 funding for Grants for Infants and Families under Part C of
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, equal to the enacted FY16 level
indexed for two years of inflation. A simple child hearing test costs $10-$50. A missed
or late hearing impairment diagnosis costs a lifetime of diminished communication skills.
This program allows states to provide early intervention and screening for 352,000
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American children per year. Renowned economists, including Nobel Laureate James
Heckman, have demonstrated high-quality early education can produce from $7 to $16 in
benefits for every $1 spent. This substantial return on investment is derived largely from
long-term savings associated with a reduced need for special education, improved health
outcomes, higher rates of high school and college graduation, decreased dependence on
welfare programs, and increased workforce productivity of children who receive a high-
quality early education. This program serves 358,000 children per year.

4 $385,748,000 in FY18 funding for Preschool Grants under Part B Section 619 of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, equal to the enacted FY16 level indexed
for two years of inflation. These funds leverage significant nonfederal investment to
ensure 753,000 children with disabilities aged 3-5 enter school ready to succeed. As stated
above, research has demonstrated early childhood education is an effective strategy for
improving the developmental outcomes and long-term success of children, especially low-
income children. This program is a critical part of that effort. This program serves 764,000
children per year.

Together, these programs typically represent less than 0.09% of the entire federal budget, but
they have an outsized impact on the economic competitiveness of future generations. They also
provide a strong, continuing return to the American taxpayer by both ensuring the sustained
prosperity of our nation as a whole and helping families succeed.

We hope you will fully support these investments, which are critical to American working
women, families, and young learners.

Sincerely,
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

RlCiARD M. NOLAN: M&

Member of Congress

Ao .. 00
BILL PASCRELL

Member of Congress

/ VE COH%’ |
Member of Congress

(/ ﬂhk 72,,,.‘,__-—

DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER
Member of Congress

HN CONYERS )\

Member of Congress

MARCIA FUDGE
Member of Congress

\IM
JOE COUR
M

er of Congress

TNEY
ALCEE HASTINGS
ember of Congress

ADAM SMITH
Member of Congress

SANFORD BlSHOE’ !‘

'-
. 1
Mgmber of Congress ‘

Gudy Chne

JUDY CHU
Member of Congress

ILLIAM LACY CLAY
Member of Congress

10



Lt ol

KURT SCHRADER
Member of Congress

Tipdolecr ) 1) Wordule W PO

MADELEINE BORDALLO SUZAN DELBENE
Member of Congress Member of Congress
- l ndsnica 8 w.lgw ’B\/\,\, -LI“'—W
FREDERICA WILSON BRIAN HIGGINS
Member of Congress Member of Congress
EAAV L B Bl ol
ELIOT ENGEL PAUL TONKO
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Do Tilon

DINA TITUS
Member of Congress

EDDIE BERNICE JO
Mgmber of Congress Member of Congress

GENE GREEN (i FA—AVID SCOTT

Member of Congress Member of Congress

11



