
High-quality early childhood education is proven to dramatically 
improve a child’s opportunities for a better future—particularly 
children from low-income families. If we, as a nation, want to 
ensure all children have access to high-quality early learning, there 
must be strong support and partnerships from federal government 
to extend the reach or fill in the gaps of state efforts and innovation. 

In fact, states and the federal government are crucial partners in 
expanding access and options for parents to provide a quality early 
childhood education to their children from birth through age five. 
Many state and community efforts leverage federal funding, which 
allows them to create and expand high-quality early learning and 
care opportunities beyond what is possible with only state funding. 
There are also several early childhood programs operating in all 50 
states that are funded exclusively with federal dollars, while others 
rely on a combination of federal, state, local, and even private 
funding. 

This fact sheet provides an abbreviated overview of state- and 
federally-funded early childhood opportunities in Alabama, which 
serve more than 150,000 children and families.*

Population Under Six

Percent Under Six Living 
in Poverty

Children Enrolled in Head 
Start / Early Head Start

Families Served by the 
Maternal, Infant, Early 
Childhood Home Visiting 
Program (MIECHV)

Children Enrolled in State 
Pre-K

Families Supported 
by the Child Care and 
Development Fund (CCDF)

Early Childhood Education
in Alabama

Opportunities made possible through state and federal investment
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Alabama Quick Facts

Federal and State Early Childhood Education Program Funding 2017

352,320

29.7%

15,631

4,444

27,300

14,032

Federal State

CCDF

$95M

$18M

Child Care
Tax Credit**

$53M

Head Start/
Early Head 

Start

$140M

MIECHV

$7M

Temporary 
Assistance for Needy 

Families (TANF) 
(Direct Spend And 

Child Care Transfer)

$24M

Pre-K

$64M

**2015 Data

$ $

Sources: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of Head Start | U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office 
of Child Care | U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of Child Care | Health Resources and Services Administration | 

National Institute for Early Education Research | U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of Child Care

*This figure includes beneficiaries of Head Start/Early Head Start, the Child Care Tax Credit, CCDF, 
MIECHV, and state-funded Pre-K.
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A Timeline of State Leadership Early Childhood Education in Alabama

“Early childhood education not only promotes success 

in school, but it also goes beyond and impacts the 

workforce. It’s a cornerstone for future educational 

endeavors for our students, their future careers, and 

for their future as productive citizens.” 

- Governor Kay Ivey

Alabama establishes First Class 
Pre-K: the Alabama Voluntary 

Pre-Kindergarten (FCVPK).

Alabama School Readiness 
Alliance launches a business-

led Pre-K Task Force.

Receives a Preschool Development 
Grant (PDG) to expand Pre-K 

across the state to high-risk areas.

First Class Pre-K is 
named the nation’s 

best for quality.

Alabama School Readiness Alliance and Pre-K 
Task Force embark on 10-year campaign to 

fully fund Alabama’s First Class Pre-K.
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Sources: National Institute For Early Education Research | Education Commission Of The States | Opelika-Auburn News


