@ongress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

March 13, 2020

The Honorable Nita Lowey, Chairwoman The Honorable Kay Granger, Ranking Member
House Appropriations Committee House Appropriations Committee

H-307, The Capito!l 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro, Chairwoman The Honorable Tom Cole, Ranking Member
House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor,

Health and Human Services, and Education Health and Human Services, and Education
2368-B Rayburn House Office Building 2358-B Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairwoman Lowey, Ranking Member Granger, Chairwoman DeLauro, and Ranking
Member Cole,

We write to urge you to prioritize funding for Head Start, including funding to support the
workforce, address the impacts of childhood trauma, and ensure no child loses access to Head
Start in the Fiscal Year 2021 (FY21) Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related
Agencies appropriations bill. Specifically, we request at least $11,369,445,000 for Head Start,
a $756 million increase over FY20 enacted. This increase in funding includes a cost-of-living
adjustment as well as quality improvement funding (QIF).

Head Start offers education, health, and nutrition services to economically disadvantaged
children, as well as parenting and employment support to their parents. Increased funding for
Head Start is a wise, cost-effective investment in families and local communities that leads to
greater prosperity for future generations. Research has repeatedly demonstrated that high-quality
early childhood education programs generate a significant return on investment, and that the
advantages of Head Start can last a lifetime.

After nearly a decade of implementing changes directed by the bipartisan Improving Head Start
Jor School Readiness Act of 2007, Head Start programs are continuing to see the significant
impact of this legislation for our nation’s most vulnerable children. Through educational, health,
and comprehensive social services provided to eligible children and families, Head Start
promotes healthy development, school readiness, and lifetime success, With parents and
community leaders at the heart of program governance, each local program tailors high-quality
services to their community and families’ preferences and priorities.
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Standards of excellence and continuous improvement require a greater investment in a quality
workforce. In FY21, Head Start programs will strain to retain the quality, qualified staff who
they have invested in, struggling to pay competitive wages or match the benefits provided by
comparable jobs. Without the funds we request, the realities of our competitive economy will
require programs to choose between cutting access for children or underpaying and losing staff.
With the $235,850,000 cost-of-living adjustment funding we request, Head Start programs will
be better able to support their staff and continue to meet the needs of children, effectively utilize
data, and implement systems of continuous improvement. These resources will ensure Head Start
continues to deliver opportunities for success in school and life to our most vulnerable children,
while maintaining a stable workforce and continuing to be a critical investment in America’s
future.

In January of 2020, Secretary Azar set forth a requirement that, by August of 2021, all Head
Start center-based programs would need to ensure that 45% of slots are being served for 1,020
hours per year. While we agree that extended service duration is a critical pillar of quality early
education, we need to ensure that existing program access to Head Start does not suffer as a
result. In order to ensure program stability for those that are currently operating below this
duration requirement, we request $25,500,000 million be made available to achieve compliance.

Vulnerable children are often the greatest victims of traumatic experiences such as community
violence, poverty, substance use, or parental separation. Unaddressed, these traumas lead to
substantial lifelong challenges including significantly greater health risks and lower life
expectancy. However, intervention at early stages not only benefits the child but has quantifiable
cost savings across the educational, foster, and judicial systems. With targeted funding that
builds on last year’s investment, Head Start will reduce the societal costs of these traumatic
experiences by building up the abilities of the Head Start workforce to help trauma-exposed
children catch up to their peers while simultaneously supporting families.

Finally, through academic research, congressional panels, and oversight hearings, our
understanding of the lifelong effects of adverse childhood experiences continues to grow.
Congress and this Subcommittee made enormous strides in seeking to address this issue in FY20.
In order to continue to properly care for children impacted by community violence, substance
use, displacement, or other forms of immense trauma and to equip and support the Head Start
workforce to address these new challenges, our request includes $495,000,000 in quality
improvement funding (QIF). This funding is purposed for training staff on the principles of
trauma-informed care, funding additional mental health consultation hours, and reducing teacher-
to-child classroom ratios. Taken together, addressing the aforementioned duration requirement
and responding to trauma in children, the request includes $520,500,000 in QIF, as authorized by
the 2007 Head Start Act.



For these reasons, we request that you make these necessary investments as outlined, so that
Head Start can continue to provide much-needed education, health, and economic development
services to America’s most vulnerable children and families.

Qwin indpwire?

Lauren Underwood
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Sincerely,

Member of Congress



A. Donald McEachin
Abby Finkenauer
Abigail D. Spanberger
Adam B. Schiff
Adam Smith
Adriano Espaillat
Al Green
Alan Lowenthal
Albio Sires
Alcee L. Hastings
Ami Bera, M.D.
André Carson
Andy Kim
Andy Levin
Angie Craig
Anthony Brindisi
Anthony G. Brown
Antonio Delgado
Barbara Lee
Ben McAdams
Ben Ray Lujdn
Bennie G. Thompson
Bill Foster
Bradley S. Schneider
Brendan F. Boyle
C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger

Also submitted by:

Carolyn B. Maloney
Cedric L. Richmond
Chellie Pingree
Cheri Bustos
Chris Pappas
Cindy Axne
Collin C. Peterson
Conor Lamb
Daniel T. Kildee
Daniel W. Lipinski
Danny K. Davis
Darren Soto
Dave Loebsack
David N. Cicilline
David Scott
David Trone
Dean Phillips
Deb Haaland
Debbie Dingell
Debbie Mucarsel-Powell

Denny Heck
Diana DeGette
Dina Titus
Don Young
Donald M. Payne, Ir.

Donald Norcross



Donald S. Beyer Ir.
Donna E. Shalala
Doris Matsui
Dwight Evans
Earl Blumenauer
Ed Perlmutter
Eddie Bernice Johnson
Eleanor Holmes Norton
Eliot L. Engel
Eric Swalwell
Filemon Vela
Frank Pallone, Jr.

G. K. Butterfield
Gerald E. Connolly
Gilbert R, Cisneros, Jr.
Greg Stanton
Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan
Gregory W. Meeks
Gwen Moore
Hakeem Jeffries
Haley M. Stevens
Harley Rouda
Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
I[lhan Omar
J. Luis Correa
Jackie Speier
James P. McGovern

James R. Langevin

Jamie Raskin
Jan Schakowsky
Jared Golden
Jared Huffman
Jason Crow
Jefferson Van Drew
Jennifer Wexton
Jerrold Nadler
Jesus G. *“Chuy” Garcia
Jim Costa
Jim Himes
Joaquin Castro
Joe Courtney
Joe Neguse
John B. Larson
John Garamendi
John Lewis
John P. Sarbanes
John Yarmuth
Joseph D. Morelle
Joseph P. Kennedy, III
Josh Harder
Joyce Beatty
Juan Vargas
Judy Chu
Julia Brownley
Karen Bass

Kathleen M. Rice



Kathy Castor
Kendra S. Horn

Kim Schrier, M.D.

Kurt Schrader
Lizzie Fletcher
Lori Trahan
Lucy McBath
Madeleine Dean
Marc Veasey
Marcia L. Fudge
Mark DeSaulnier
Mark Takano
Maxine Waters
Mike Doyle
Mike Thompson
Paul D. Tonko
Peter A. DeFazio
Peter Welch
Pramila Jayapal
Raul Ruiz, M.D.
David E. Price
Lioyd Doggett
Rail M. Grijalva
Richard E Neal
Rick Larsen
Ro Khanna
Ron Kind

Ruben Gallego

Sean Casten

Sean Patrick Maloney

Seth Moulton
Sharice L. Davids
Stacey E. Plaskett
Stephanie Murphy
Stephen F. Lynch

Steve Cohen

Steven Horsford
Susan Wild
Susie Lee
Suzan K. DelBene
Suzanne Bonamici
Ted W. Lieu
Terri A. Sewell
Thomas R. Suozzi
Tom Malinowski
Tom O'Halleran
Tulsi Gabbard
Val B. Demings
Veronica Escobar
Vicente Gonzalez
Annie Kuster
William R. Keating
Wm. Lacy Clay
Zoe Lofgren
Salud Carbajal
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