Early Childhood Education

in Arkansas

FIRST FIVE

q
YEARS FUND
®

State and federal funding enables more than 47,737 children and families in Arkansas to access
high-quality, public and private, early childhood programs.’

Federal and State Early Childhood

Education Funding in Arkansas

$102.4M @ Head Start and Early Head Start?
CCDBG and Mandatory Funds?®
$4.6M @ CCDBG State Match*
CCDBG COVID-Relief Allocations: CARES?® |
CRRSA?® | ARPA (CCDF + Stabilization)”

$147.5M @ State-Funded Pre-K®
$7.5M @ MIECHV®
$6.3M @ IDEA Part C®
$8.3M @ IDEA Part B, Sec. 619"
$34.5M @ TANF™ Early Learning and Care Expenditures™

Early Childhood Education
Economic Impact

In addition to the benefits to young
children, access to affordable, high-
quality child care can increase
parental labor force participation and
family economic stability. Child care
problems, however, adversely affect
both state and national economies.
As a direct result of child care issues,
the national economy loses upward of
$57 billion annually in the form of lost
earnings, productivity, and revenue.™
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Arkansas Quick Facts

5,292

Children Enrolled in
Head Start™

19.62%

Eligible Children
Served by Head Start™

4178
Children Enrolled in
Early Head Start?

12.41%

Eligible Children Served
by Early Head Start®

17,325
Children Enrolled in
State Funded Pre-K?*

2,008

Families Served
by MIECHV?

977

Children Served by
IDEA Part C?¢

8,723

Children Served by IDEA
Part B, Sec. 6197

33.34%

Three- and Four-year
old Children who Attend
Public ECE?®
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Arkansas Early Learning
and Care Snapshot

» Population Under Six: 225,564%°
Under Six Living in Poverty: 25.02%%°
* 62.37% of children under six have all
available parents in the workforce®

* 35% of Arkansas residents live in a
“child care desert”*?

For rural families, this percentage is
even higher®

The average price of child
care is $6,316 per year®*

* The median household
income is $79,4273%

® % * Met 8/10 of NIEER’s State
Preschool Quality Standards®®

High Price of Care”

Too often, the care that is available
costs more than families can afford.

Annual Price of Infant Care in Arkansas

Center-Based

$7,498 per year

Married Parents

Wy

9.4% 31.3%

Single Parent

Percent of
Median Income

Home-Based $5,843 per year

Married Parents Single Parent

- ‘
7.4% 24.4%

Percent of
Median Income

Low Compensation for
Early Educators
Despite the critical nature of their work,

early educators are among the most
underpaid workers in the nation.*®

$9,80 Child Care Workers Hourly Rate

$20,380

Child Care Worker
Est. Annual Salary

' I

$15,080 Poverty
Federal Line*
Minimum Wage

Nationally, child
care workers make
less than 98% of
all occupations

The Temporary Impact
of ARPA Funding

In Arkansas, 53,073 child care spots were
saved by ARPA funds.®®

Of providers who received stabilization grants:*°

92% 46%

said funding helped used funds to pay

them stay open. debts taken on in
the course of the
pandemic, including

used funds for 63%

compensation but
of those in family

still struggle to
provide competitive
child care homes.

wages and benefits.
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https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/about-us/article/head-start-program-facts
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/data/gy-2021-ccdf-allocations-based-appropriations
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/data/gy-2021-ccdf-allocations-based-appropriations
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/data/2020-cares-act-ccdbg-supplemental-funding-allocations-states-and-territories
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/data/crrsa-2021-allocations-states-and-territories
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/data/crrsa-2021-allocations-states-and-territories
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/data/arpa-supplemental-stabilization-and-ccdf-discretionary-funding-allocation-tables-states
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/data/arpa-supplemental-stabilization-and-ccdf-discretionary-funding-allocation-tables-states
https://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/YB2021_Full_Report.pdf
https://mchb.hrsa.gov/fy-2021-maternal-infant-early-childhood-home-visiting-awards
https://mchb.hrsa.gov/fy-2021-maternal-infant-early-childhood-home-visiting-awards
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/statetables/23stbyprogram.xlsx&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1656435255088300&usg=AOvVaw0dW1EDEUHdBPMEKGbGkkHw
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ofa/data/tanf-financial-data-fy-2019
https://strongnation.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/602/83bb2275-ce07-4d74-bcee-ff6178daf6bd.pdf
https://nschdata.org/browse/survey/allstates?q=8354
https://nschdata.org/browse/survey/allstates?q=8354
https://www.ced.org/pdf/220401_CCSE_Rpt_Pt_2.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e7cf2f62c45da32f3c6065e/t/6230c06dc342233fa4b6b85f/1647362157430/child-care-difficulties-factsheet-mar2022.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/data/fy-2020-ccdf-data-tables-preliminary
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/data/fy-2020-ccdf-data-tables-preliminary
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/early-learning-in-the-united-states-2021/
https://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/YB2021_Full_Report.pdf
https://mchb.hrsa.gov/programs-impact/programs/home-visiting/state-fact-sheets
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-static-tables-part-c-child-count-and-settings-table-4/resources
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-static-tables-part-b-count-environ-table2/resources
https://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/YB2021_Full_Report.pdf
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=children%20under%20age%206&g=0100000US%240400000&tid=ACSDT5Y2020.B09001&moe=false&tp=true
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=United%20States&t=Age%20and%20Sex%3APoverty&g=0100000US%240400000&y=2020&tid=ACSDT5Y2020.B17001&moe=false&tp=true
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=table%20B23008&g=0100000US%240400000_0400000US50%24050000&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Detailed%20Tables&tid=ACSDT5Y2020.B23008&moe=false&tp=true
https://childcaredeserts.org/2018/index.html
https://childcaredeserts.org/2018/index.html
https://info.childcareaware.org/hubfs/Demanding%20Change%20Appendices.pdf?utm_campaign=Budget%20Reconciliation%20Fall%202021&utm_source=website&utm_content=22_demandingchange_append
https://info.childcareaware.org/hubfs/Demanding%20Change%20Appendices.pdf?utm_campaign=Budget%20Reconciliation%20Fall%202021&utm_source=website&utm_content=22_demandingchange_append
https://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/YB2021_Full_Report.pdf
https://info.childcareaware.org/hubfs/Demanding%20Change%20Appendices.pdf?utm_campaign=Budget%20Reconciliation%20Fall%202021&utm_source=website&utm_content=22_demandingchange_append
https://cscce.berkeley.edu/workforce-index-2020/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/06/Appendix-Table-2.2_2020-Index.pdf
https://tcf.org/content/commentary/three-million-child-care-spots-saved-american-rescue-plan-funding/?session=1
https://tcf.org/content/commentary/three-million-child-care-spots-saved-american-rescue-plan-funding/?session=1
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/user-98/naeyc_ece_field_survey_february2022.pdf

