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Fiscal Year 2026

APPROPRIATIONS BILL STATEMENT

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Head Start
•	 Early Head Start (EHS).-The agreement strongly supports Early Head Start and directs HHS to 

prioritize maintenance of current slots, and then expand slots where possible, including through 
Head Start to Early Head Start (HS2EHS) slot conversion, as determined by the needs of local 
communities. The agreement encourages HHS to maintain the EHS allocation of funds to at 
least the current proportion of funding within the overall Head Start appropriations, and to 
include in future congressional justifications the actual and estimated number of slots in each of 
Head Start, EHS, EHS Child Care Partnerships, and slots converted from HS2EHS. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Child Care Access Means Parents in Schools (CCAMPIS)
•	 The agreement directs the Department to conduct a new competition for fiscal year 2026 

pursuant to the priorities described under this heading in Senate Report 119-55. 

NEW BILL LANGUAGE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Child Care and Development Fund (CCDBG)
•	 Provided further, That the Secretary shall award to each State its allotted amount no less than 

quarterly.

Head Start
•	 Not to exceed $8,000,000 shall be available until September 30, 2027 for the Marshall Islands 

and Micronesia for the start-up and operation of Head Start services and for the provision of 
training and technical assistance: Provided, That an agency awarded these funds shall not be 
subject to the requirements of the system for designation renewal as defined by section 641 of 
the Head Start Act, for this award only, prior to 24 months after the date of such award.

•	 The Secretary shall award funding for continuation awards and new award cycles that continue 
previous activities under existing awards no later than the day following the expiration of the 
period of performance.


