
State Infant Ratio Toddler Ratio Preschool Ratio

HI
1:4  

(6 wks-12 mos)
1:5 (12-24 mos)

1:8 (age 2) 
1:12 (age 3)
1:16 (age 4)

IA 1:4 1:4
1:7 (age 2)

1:10 (age 3)
1:12 (age 4) 

ID 1:6 1:8  1:12

IL 1:4
1:5 (15-23 mos)

1:8 (age 2)

1:10 (age 3) 
1:10 (age 4)
1:20 (age 5)

IN 1:4 1:5
1:10 (age 3) 
1:12  (age 4) 
1:15 (age 5+)

KS 1:3 1:6 1:12

KY 1:5
1:6 (12-24 mos)

1:10 (24-36 mos)
1:12 (age 3-4)
1:14 (age 4-5)

LA 1:5
1:7 (age 1) 

1:10 (age 2) 
1:13 (age 3)
1:15 (age 4) 

MA 1:3  1:4  1:10

MD 1:3 1:3
1:6 (age 2)

1:10 (age 3-4)

ME 1:4 1:4 (ages 1-2) 1:8 (age 2-5)

State Infant Ratio Toddler Ratio Preschool Ratio

AL 1:5
1:7 (18 -30 mos) 
1:8 (24 -36 mos)

1:11 (30 mos-4 yrs) 
1:18 (4+ yrs)

AK
1:4 (6 wks-11 mos)

1:5 (12-18 mos)
1:6 1:10

AR 1:5 1:8
1:12 (age 2.5-3)

1:15 (age 4) 
1:18 (age 5)

AZ 1:5
1:6 (age 1) 
1:8 (age 2) 

1:13 (age 3)
1:15 (age 4) 
1:20 (age 5)

CA 1:4 1:6 1:12

CO 1:5
1:5 (age 1-2) 
1:7 (age 2-3) 

1:8 (age 2.5-3)
 1:10 (age 3-4)
 1:12 (age 4-5)

CT 1:4 1:4 1:10

DC 1:4
1:6 (age 1) 
1:8 (age 2)

1:10 (age 3)
1:12 (age 4)

DE 1:4 1:4 (24-30 mos)
1:8 (30-48 mos) 
1:10 (48-60 mos)

FL 1:4
1:6 (age 1-2) 
1:11 (age 2-3)

1:15 (age 3-4) 
1:20 (age 4-5) 

GA 1:6
1:8 (age 1) 
1:10 (age 2)

1:15 (age 3) 
1:18 (age 4)

STATE DATA: Child Care Ratios
Adult-to-Child Ratios for Center-Based Care
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Caring for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers is labor-intensive. To keep children safe and give them the attention they
need to learn and thrive, child care programs must maintain appropriate adult-to-child ratios. Smaller group sizes and
strong teacher-child interactions help ensure children receive consistent, responsive care during the years of
fastest brain development. These early relationships support healthy social, emotional, physical, and language
development, while also giving parents confidence that their children are in a safe, nurturing environment.

Infants and toddlers require the most individualized care because they depend on adults for feeding, diapering,
supervision, and emotional support throughout the day. As children grow more independent, ratios can gradually
increase, while still remaining small enough for teachers to provide meaningful engagement and support for learning
and development.

Child care ratios are set at the state level through licensing standards and therefore vary by state, age group, and
care setting. Providers receiving funds through the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) must comply with the
ratios established by their state. The chart below details state ratios for licensed CCDF center-based care, as set by
each state as of their 2025-2027 CCDF State Plan.

NOTE: States have different definitions for infant, toddler, and preschooler. 



State Infant Ratio Toddler Ratio Preschool Ratio

OK 1:4
1:6 (age 1)
1:8 (age 2)

1:12 (age 3)
1:15 (age 4)

OR 1:4
1:4 (12-24 mos)
1:5 (24-36 mos)

1:10

PA 1:4
1:5 (age 1-2)
1:6 (age 2-3)

1:10

RI 1:4 1:6
1:9 (age 3)

1:10 (age 4)
1:12 (age 5-6) 

SC 1:5 1:6 1:12

SD 1:5 1:5 1:10

TN 1:4 1:6

1:7 (age 2)
1:9 (age 3)
1:13 (age 4)
1:16 (age 5)

TX
1:4 (0-11 mos)
1:5 (12-17 mos)

1:9 (18-23 mos)
1:11 (24-35 mos)

1:15 (age 3)
1:18 (age 4) 

UT 1:4
1:4 (12-17 mos)
1:5 (18-23 mos)

1:7 (age 2)
1:12 (age 3)
1:15 (age 4)

VT 1:4
1:4 (13-30 mos)
1:5 (24-36 mos)

1:10

VA 1:4 1:5
1:8 (age 2)

1:10 (age 3+)

WA 1:4 1:7 1:10

WI 1:4 1:4

1:6 (age 2-2.5)
1:8 (age 2.5-3)
1:10 (age 3-4)
1:13 (age 4-5)

WV 1:4 1:4 1:12

WY 1:4
1:15 (12-24 mos)
1:8 (24-36 mos)

1:10 (age 3)
1:12 (age 4)

State Infant Ratio Toddler Ratio Preschool Ratio

MI 1:4 1:4
1:8 (30 mos- 3 yrs)

1:10 (3 yrs)
1:12 (4 yrs)

MN 1:4 1:7 1:10

MO
1:4 

(>12 mos)
1:4 (12-24 mos)

1:8 (age 2)
1:10 (age 3-4)

MS
1:5 

(>12 mos)
1:9 (12-24 mos)

1:12 (age 2)
1:14 (age 3)
1:16 (age 4)

MT
1:4 (0-11 mos)

1:6 (12-23 mos)
1:8 (age 2) 1:10 (age 3-5)

NC 1:5
1:6 (12-24 mos)

1:10 (2-3 yrs)
1:15 (age 3-4)
1:20 (age 4-5)

ND 1:4 1:5
1:7 (age 3)

1:10 (age 4)
1:12 (age 5)

NE 1:4 1:6
1:10 (age 3)
1:12 (age 4)

NH
1:4 

(6 wks-12 mos)
1:5 (13-24 mos)
1:6 (25-35 mos)

1:8 (36-47 mos)
1:12 (48-59 mos)

NJ 1:4 1:6
1:10 (age 3)
1:12 (age 4)

NM 1:6 1:6 1:12

NV
1:4 (0-8 mos)
1:6 (9-11 mos)

1:6 (12 -23 mos)
1:9 (24 -35 mos)

1:12 (35-47 mos)
1:13 (48-59 mos)

1:18 (5 yrs)

NY
1:3 (0-6 wks)
1:4 (6 wks-18

mos)
1:5

1:7 (age 3)
1:8 (age 4)
1:9 (age 5)

OH
1:5 (0-12 mos)
1:6 (12-18 mos)

1:7 (18 mos-2.5
yrs)

1:8 (2.5-3 yrs)

1:12 (age 3)
1:14 (age 4-5)

OK 1:4
1:6 (age 1)
1:8 (age 2)

1:12 (age 3)
1:15 (age 4)

OR 1:4
1:4 (12-24 mos)
1:5 (24-36 mos)

1:10

Source: Administration for Children and Families (ACF), “Approved CCDF Plans (FY 2025-2027),” Section 5.2.2

For more information, contact Abbie Lieberman at alieberman@ffyf.org.

https://acf.gov/occ/form/approved-ccdf-plans-fy-2025-2027
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